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In Memoriam
A graduate of Oberlin College and
Cornell University Law School,Profes-
sor Swartz also earned a master of laws
degree from Columbia University and,
later in his career,a doctorate in sociol-
ogy from Columbia and a nursing de-
gree from the University at Buffalo.He
published widely on socio-legal topics,
especially on the legal recognition of
transgender persons.
“He was really amazing with his sex-
uality research,”said Nancy J.Smyth,
dean of the School of Social Work.“He
was very sensitive to the diverse issues
that could come up with transgender
people,and really ahead of his time in a
lot of ways.”
In the School of Social Work –
which is establishing a scholarship in
Professor Swartz’s name,funded by his
family – Professor Swartz “had a very
strong sense of ethics around policy de-
cisions,”Smyth said.“Having someone
to raise those issues is important,be-
cause it forces you to look at things
from many different angles.”
Professor Swartz’s daughter,Zoe
Swartz Koston,serves as field education
coordinator for the School of Social
Work.She says that those who came
into contact with her father were in-
evitably struck by both his humility and
his passion for social justice.
“He was genuinely very humble,”
Koston says.“He didn’t wear stuff on
his sleeve.Growing up,I was immersed
in the people who surrounded my dad,
people who believed very much in so-
cial justice,which certainly was what
my father believed in above all – social
justice in every way that society can
provide that.He was very different
from all my friends’dads.My friends
were all quite jealous that I had such a
liberal father.”
On a personal level,Koston notes
that her parents divorced when she was
a toddler,and her father raised her and
her brother,Bill.“That was at a time
when people were not getting divorced
and certainly single fathers did not raise
their kids,”she says.“He could have got-
ten a lot of sympathy.He would say to
me that single mothers would never get
that support and sympathy.He felt
what an unfair system this was.Even
before it was ‘in’to be a feminist,he was
a feminist.”
At the Law School, longtime col-
league Professor John Henry Schlegel
recounts that “It was immediately clear
to me that he worked hard and took his
teaching very seriously.He was also en-
ergetic,regularly walking up and down
the stairs in O’Brian Hall,something
that many of his younger colleagues,
myself included,often chose not to do.
Over time,I noticed that he was
intellectually energetic,too.
“Lou kept records of all of his work
in big four-drawer filing cabinets.To-
ward the end of his teaching career I
had occasion to seek his counsel on
some matter.I knocked on his door to
find him sitting at a small desk to the
left of the door in a room chock-full of
filing cabinets.He invited me in.In or-
der to execute this maneuver,he had to
get up,ask me to step into the place
where he had been working,close the
door behind me and finally bring a
chair into the space behind the door so
we could see each other when talking.
Meticulousness had its disadvantages.”
Another faculty colleague,Professor
Stephanie Phillips,added her own rem-
iniscence.“I came to know Lou Swartz
quite well because we were both noc-
turnal,working in the Law School until
very late at night and often encounter-
ing each other in the photocopying
room,”she says.“We had numerous fas-
cinating discussions during the 1990s as
Lou focused his research and writing
on the legal responses to transsexual-
ism.He was truly interdisciplinary in
his approach,a legal scholar and social
scientist who examined transsexualism
from the perspectives of law,biology
and culture.I admired the breadth of
his knowledge,the seriousness of his
scholarship and his characteristic mode
of discussion:When talking about mat-
ters beyond the margins of convention-
al wisdom,he always adopted a manner





UB Law School’s excellence in interdisciplinary studies, and focus on the law as a tool for human good, never had a morecommitted champion than Professor Lou Swartz. Renowned
for his expertise in the area of law and human sexuality, and designer of a 
pioneering dual-degree program in the Law School and UB’s School of Social
Work, Professor Swartz taught at UB Law for 41 years and helped shape the
minds and careers of generations of attorneys.
Professor Swartz died June 9 in an Amherst hospital.He was 84 years old.
